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Text: 
Luke 17:11 And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of 
Samaria and Galilee. 12: And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that 
were lepers, which stood afar off: 13: And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us. 14: And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the 
priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 15: And one of them, when 
he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16: And fell down 
on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. 17: And Jesus answering said, 
Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 18: There are not found that returned to 
give glory to God, save this stranger. 19: And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath 
made thee whole. 

Introduction 
We are living in the last days. The Bible says that one of the characteristics of men and women, 
boys and girls in the last days is that people will become unthankful. 
2 Timothy 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2: For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un-
thankful …

There was a story about a lady who was running late for her doctor’s appointment. It was pour-
ing down rain and the traffic was bad and she is getting frustrated. But eventually she arrived at 
the doctor’s office and as she pulled into the parking lot she prayed, “Lord it would be nice if 
there was a parking space available right in front of the door so I don’t have to walk so far in the 
rain. So give me a good parking space if you would.” And as she was praying there right in front 
of the door is a spot. And then she said, “Never mind Lord, something just opened up.”

We sometimes have a hard time realizing how much God has done for us. There are so many 
wonderful things God has done for us and yet we fail to recognize them and fail to give Him 
thanks for them. This story of the lady reminds me of the lepers in our text this morning. Let’s 
look at these lepers and see what we can take with us from their story. In this story we shall dis-
cover: 1. Their Condition, 2. Their Cry; 3. Their Cleansing; and 4. Their Conduct.

I - Their Condition 



Luke 17:11 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, 
which stood afar off:  
As our Lord was going into the village, He encountered ten men with leprosy. These men who 
approached Jesus consisted of nine Jews and one Samaritan. Usually the Jews had no dealings 
with the Samaritans but these men were united. It doesn’t matter anymore, Jews and a 
Samaritan together. They were not divided but rather united because they have a common prob-
lem. Many times problem or crisis brings people together. 

In Bible times, leprosy was an incurable disease. There was no hope of healing. It desensitized 
the skin which resulted in wounds, swellings, infection, constant pain, loss of fingers and toes, 
facial deformities and blindness. These men who called out to Jesus were poor, hungry, unattrac-
tive and unclean. They were separated from their own families, avoided by and repulsive to soci-
ety and cut off from any religious comfort, activities and privileges.

Their awful condition meant that by law they were forbidden to come closer to anyone in the 
healthy society. This explains why they stood afar off; they stood at a distance.
Numbers 5:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2: Command the children of Israel, that 
they put out of the camp every leper, and every one that hath an issue, and whosoever is de-
filed by the dead: 3: Both male and female shall ye put out, without [outside] the camp shall ye 
put them; that they defile not their camps, in the midst whereof I dwell.
God commands Israel to send every leper outside the camp lest they contaminate the camp and 
spread their disease. 

Leviticus 13:45 And the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, and his head bare, 
and he shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean. 46: All the days 
wherein the plague shall be in him he shall be defiled; he is unclean: he shall dwell alone; with-
out the camp shall his habitation be.
The lepers are not only to live outside the camp separated from their family and from society 
they are also to cry, "unclean, unclean" when other people came near.  

We know that leprosy serves as an illustration of sin. Every one of us born into this world has 
been affected by the leprosy of sin which is infinitely worse than physical leprosy. We too are 
beggars like the lepers, hopeless and helpless without God. But praise God, many of us by the 
grace of God have been healed from this “leprous condition” of sin’s power and wages.

II – Their Cry 
Luke 17:13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.
These lepers with one voice cried to Jesus for mercy. We are not told how these ten lepers ever 
heard about Jesus but they called Him, Jesus, Master. In addressing Him this way, we can con-
clude that the lepers were aware of Jesus’s power over sickness and His ability to heal. They 
were aware enough of His power and His compassion to cry for mercy and healing.



Their cry is, “Have mercy on us!” A cry for mercy is an acknowledgement of a desperate condi-
tion. It is an acknowledgement of their helplessness and their unworthiness. They understood 
that they don’t deserve anything. They were not demanding but they were asking; they were 
begging; they were pleading. 

Luke 17:14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. 
And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 
Notice that Luke does not say “when He heard them.” I have no doubt that Jesus heard their des-
perate cry for mercy, but Luke emphasizes the fact that Jesus saw them. In the eyes of men 
these lepers maybe unattractive and repulsive in their appearance but Jesus is not afraid to look 
at them. He looked at them with love and compassion. Let me assure you that Jesus is “the same 
yesterday and today and forever.”  Jesus is the God who sees. He sees you today!

III – Their Cleansing 
Luke 17:14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And 
it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.  
Jesus seeing and looking at the lepers with love and compassion He instructed them to go and 
show themselves unto the priests. That’s the law laid out in the Old Testament. It was the priests’ 
responsibility to examine and to pronounce whether a person is a leper or not. 

Luke 17:14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. 
And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 
Go show yourselves unto the priests. That’s all Jesus said to the lepers. Jesus is not sending 
them to the priests to be healed by the priests. When our Lord said “Go shew yourselves unto 
the priests”, He was effectively giving them a promise of healing that if they do so, they 
would be healed. 

Luke 17:14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And 
it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 
We see here that the lepers obeyed. This suggests that they had some degree of faith or belief in 
Jesus or at least faith in His ability to help them. These men showed faith by starting on their 
way to the priest before being cleansed. 

John McArthur commenting on this verse wrote, “Were they cleansed because they believed?  
Well it was a meager faith and Jesus asked them to demonstrate that meager faith.  They were 
basically healed because He chose to heal them, but He involved their faith in it.  There were 
times when Jesus healed people because they believed. There were many times when He healed 
people who didn't believe.  In fact, there were times when He raised dead people and they can't 
believe.  So there were times when faith played a role, and times when it did not.  But in this 
case, He asked them to exhibit enough faith to do what He said.”



These men showed their faith by their obedience and as result they were healed and cleansed. 
Jesus is willing and able to help anyone who cries out to Him: “Jesus, Master, have mercy on 
me.”

IV - Their Conduct 
Now let’s look at the conduct of the ten lepers. How did they respond to this instantaneous heal-
ing?  
Luke 17:15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud 
voice glorified God, 16: And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a 
Samaritan. 17: And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 
18: There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. 19: And he said 
unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole. 
Out of the ten people who were healed, only one of them returned to Jesus to thank and 
praise Him. So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?”

Nine - Indifference 
We see an almost unbelievable response to an incredible act of mercy and miracle. Every 
time I read this story it continues to amaze me, why did they not go back? These men were not 
just healed from common cold or headache. They have just received a great life-changing 
healing from leprosy that separated them from their family, from society, from the house of God, 
and from living. But then things change, no more putrid wounds, swellings, infection, pain, fin-
gers and toes restored and now they can go back to their family, to their community, and to the 
house of God. Yet, the sad part of this story is that nine of the ten lepers never returned. They 
were content with blessings from Jesus. 

What a sad picture this is of the many people in the church who receive the blessings of Jesus, 
who receive great salvation from our Lord, but never return and give thanks to Him! It is so easy 
to forget the Giver when we finally get what we want. 

One - Gratitude 
Luke 17:15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud 
voice glorified God, 16: And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a 
Samaritan.  
One returns to give thanks and he was a Samaritan. As soon as he realized that he was healed 
he turned back and glorified God with a loud voice. Notice he glorified God with a loud 
voice. He was not ashamed to praise Jesus! Appreciation and gratitude drove this Samaritan to 
go back and He fell down at Jesus’ feet, glorifying God and giving thanks to Him.

Then look what happens next … 
Luke 17:18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. 19: And he 
said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.
Here is the blessing of thankfulness. While the nine were content with blessing of physical 
healing, this one leper who return to give thanks received double blessings. Not only did he 



experience the blessing of physical healing, he was also made whole, which means totally saved, 
delivered and healed. Not only was he delivered from leprosy but he was delivered from his 
sins and its consequence.

Closing Thoughts 
These ten lepers went to Jesus, and they were not disappointed. Jesus is mighty to heal and to 
save! No matter what desperate situation you find yourself in your life, whether you need saving 
grace or sustaining grace, go to Jesus and cry for mercy.  

Our Lord still hears everyone who cries out to Him in despair. The lepers did not stand so far 
off from Jesus that He could not hear them. Jesus was not so far off that He could not help the 
ten lepers. This is a very wonderful truth.

Lastly, let me speak to those who have by the sheer grace of God have been spiritually  healed 
and cleansed and made whole. Brothers and sisters that is the question Jesus is still asking today 
- Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 

Of the many people Jesus has cleansed and made whole, only a few are drawn back to Him! 
How about us today? What about you today? Have you  returned and gave thanks to Him? Have 
you experienced the blessing of thanksgiving. 

You know, the Lord wants to do more for those He saves. The Samaritan who returned to give 
thanks received more than he asks. All the ten lepers got healed physically but he is the only one 
who got healed spiritually. Don’t’ miss out on the blessings that God is willing and is able to be-
stow. 

May God help us to be genuinely grateful. 

AMEN!


